Why Visit Phu Quoc?
Phu Quoc is the kind of place where you could get stuck for weeks just chilling out in
a hammock. To be honest, there’s not much to ‘do’. Rather, there is this captivating
laid-back, tropical vibe that seems to make it difficult for travellers to leave. We spent
our days eating delicious street food sitting on tiny chairs by the side of the road, and
cruising around on our scooter from beach to beach.
Phu Quoc is mercifully free of tourists – you won’t find the ugly high-rise apartment
blocks of Nha Trang here. There’s not much tourism infrastructure, which means you
also won’t find the big party hostels here. Instead, you will be getting back to basics
with a couple of hammocks and a fan.
Phu Quoc is slightly more expensive than mainland Vietnam, given that everything
needs to be flown or shipped into the island. But there are still budget food and
accommodation options available if you look hard enough. We stayed at Island Life
Hostel which I have booked on hotels in Phu Quoc island website, the hostel lacked
air conditioning but made up for it with its cheap beers and relaxed atmosphere.
There was also a good value motorbike hire shop conveniently located next door! A
word of warning: Phu Quoc is extremely hot so if you struggle with the heat then
invest in a room with air conditioning.
Phu Quoc’s Best Beaches
Our absolute favourite beach on Phu Quoc was Sao beach. This beautiful, white
sand beach is quite isolated but that is what makes it so great. There are a few
beach side bars dotted along the shoreline, where you can hire an umbrella and a
beach chair to enjoy a cocktail or two while the sun slips below the horizon.
Cua Can and Ong Lang beaches, located right next door to each other, are also a
must-see. Take a couple of beers and escape the heat by going for a swim in the
crystal-clear water. The beaches are also quite close to the town of Duong Dong,
where there are a few cheap accommodation options if you don’t mind staying in a
busy and kind of ‘meh’ town
Hiring a Motorbike on Phu Quoc
There is pretty much no public transport on Phu Quoc. However, you will find heaps
of motorbike/scooter hire shops dotted around the island. You can hire motorbikes
for as little as US$8 per day (including helmets). Be prepared to bargain, especially if
you are renting for more than a few days. The longer you are renting the cheaper it
should be! You need only guarantee by your passport with Vietnam visa if you have.
Phu Quoc’s traffic is nothing like Ho Chi Minh or Hanoi. The island is pretty quiet
traffic-wise, so even first-time motorbike riders can get around without too much
hassle. You can buy a tank of petrol for just a few dollars – keep an eye out for
plastic bottles with petrol sitting on the side of the road. Most of the island’s beaches
are within an hour’s drive of each other.
A word of warning: many travel insurance policies do not cover you for motorbike
accidents, especially if you don’t have a motorbike licence at home. Check your
policy carefully.

